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NICE clears a major hurdle for townships
By Shyam Prasad S, Bangalore Mirror Bureau | Dec 26, 2014, 04.00 AM IST
Withdraws case challenging land purchase price
fixation
The Nandi Infrastructure Corridor Enterprise
(NICE), the company building the accesscontrolled road between Bengaluru and Mysuru,
has withdrawn a case in the High Court, paving the
way for the first of the five townships that is to be
built along the expressway.
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It has said that the decision to withdraw the case was taken in the "larger public interest."
In a release, NICE said, "NICE submitted to the High Court of Karnataka that while it never had any
issue with the price fixed by the Price Fixation Committee which was pegged at Rs 41 Lakhs per acre
along with one 60feet x 40feet site for the consent land losers, it objected to the arbitrariness with
which the price was fixed and filed the petition. However keeping in mind the larger public interest
and keeping in mind the interests of the land losers, NICE has withdrawn the petition while reserving
its right against the methodology of the price to be fixed for future acquisition of the land."
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NICE can now go ahead with the township that is planned near Bidadi. But before that, the Karnataka
Industrial Areas Development Board will have to acquire the land and pay compensation to the
owners. The township will come up on 2,775 acres of land which was notified way back in 1999. Of the
total land, around 1,000 acres belongs to the government and the rest is in private hands. Sources say
that NICE has already deposited around Rs 160 crore with KIADB for the payment of compensation.
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The township will be located between 9 and 15 kilometres from the NICE link road near BHEL in the
city. Land owners of around 800 to 1,000 acres are likely to immediately accept the Rs 41 lakh
compensation, believes NICE as even under the new land acquisition rules, the compensation will be
around Rs 11 lakh per acre.
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